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STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT NIXON OF AN UPDATE 
REPORT ON VIETNAM, APRIL 20, 1970 1 


Good evening, my fellow Americans. t 

I have requested this television and radio time to give you a prog- 
ress report on our plan to bring a just peace to Vietnam. , 

When I first outlined our program last June, I stated that the 
rate of American withdrawals from Vietnam would depend on three 
criteria— progress in. the training of the South Vietnamese, progress 

in the Paris negotiations, and the level of enemy activity. . . 

Tonight I am pleased to report that progress in training an 
equipping South Vietnamese forces has substantially exceeded our 

original expectations last June. 

Very significant advances have also been made in pacification. 
Although we recognize that problems remain, these are encourag- 

however, I must report with regret that no progress^ has taken 
place on the negotiating front. The enemy still demands that 
unilaterally and unconditionally withdraw all Amencan forces, that 
in the process we overthrow the elected government of South Viet- 
nam and that the United States accept a political settlement that 
would have the practical consequence of the forcible imposition 
Communist government upon the people of South , G , , 

That would mean humiliation and defeat for the United States. 

This we cannot and will not accept. . , 

Let me now turn to the third criteria for troop withdrawals— the 
level of enemy activity. In several areas since December, that level 

h ^n S re5n?Slnths 0 Hanli‘has sent thousands, more of their solders 
to launch new offensives in neutral Laos in violation of the Genev 

Accords of 1962 to which they were signatories. 

South of Laos, almost 40,000 Communist troops are now f conduct 
ing overt aggression against Cambodia, a small neutralist country 

* *v. Tphu. TTAtiao PrARB Secretary (San Clemente, California). 
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that the Communists have used for years as ft base for attecks upon 
South Vietnam in violation of the Geneva Accords of 1954 to which 

^'FhiTfollows S tfe Consistent pattern of North Vietnamese ftggres- 
sion in Indochina. During the past eight years they have sent tens 
of thousands of troops into all three countries of the peninsula and 

Men and supplies continue to pour down the Ho 
and in the past two weeks, the Communists have stepped up their 

attacks upon allied forces in South Vietnam. , 

However, despite this new enemy activity, there has been an over- 
all decline in enemy force levels in South Vietnam smce De^mber. 

As the enemy force levels have declmed and as the South Viet- 
namese have assumed more of the burden of battle, American casual- 

tl6 I am 6 gkd 't^be able to report tonight that in the firet three 
months of 1970 the number of Americans killed in action dropped to 

the lowest first quarter level in five years. , j;j „„ 

In Jime, a year ago, when we began troop withdrawals, we did so 
on a “cut and try” basis-with no certaintv that the progran^wodd 
be successful. In June we announced withdrawal of 25,000 American 

troops; in September another 35,000 and then m Anril 

more. These withdrawals have now been completed and as of Ap 
15 a total of 115,500 men have returned home from Vietnam. 

We have now reached a point where we can confidently move 
from a period of “cut and try” to a longer-range program for the 
replacement of Americans by South Vietnamese troops. , . 

I am, therefore, tonight announcing plans for the- 
an additional 150,000 American troops to be compieted during the 
aDrins' of next year. This will bring a total reduction of 265,500 men 
in our Armed Forces in Vietnam below the level that existed when 

we took office fifteen months ago. ... • Av«rn.ll 

The timing and pace of these new withdrawals withrn the overall 

schedule wilf be determined by our best judgment of the current 

made after eonsjltjtien with e»r 
commanders in the field and it has the approval of the Government 

° f Now^^vetTagainst the enemy’s escalation in Laos and Cambodia, 

and in view of the stepped-up attacks this month in South Vietnam, 

fy»ie decision clearly involves some nsks. 

But I again remind the leaders of North Xi^Wn^^rTve riste 

are taking these risks for peace, they JL^uritv 0 f 

should they attempt to use the occasion to jeopardize the security oi 

our remaining forces in Vietnam by increased military action m 

^^repea^wharisaid’ November 3rd and December 15th. 

plndfl increased enemy action jeopardizes our remaining forces in 

Vtetnam'lshallnot ifesitate to tale strong and effective measures to 

de My^ponsilfiiity at ^ Commander in Chief of our Armed Forces is 
for tKfety of our men, and I shall meet that responsibility. The 
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decision I have, announced tonight to withdraw 150,000 more men 
over the next year is based entirely on the progress of our Vietnami- 

zation program. - 

There is a better, shorter path to peace — through negotiations. We 
shall withdraw more than 150,000 over the next year if we make 

progress on the negotiating front. . 

Had the other side responded positively at Pans to our offer of 
May 14: last year, most American and foreign troops would have left 
South Vietnam by now. 

A political settlement is the heart of the matter. That is what the 
fighting in Indochina has been about for the past 30 years. 

We have noted with interest the recent statement by Soviet 
Deputy Foreign Minister Malik concerning a possible new Geneva 
Conference on Indochina. 

We do not yet know the full implications of this statement. It is 
in the spirit of the letters I wrote on April 7, to signatories of the 
1962 Geneva Accords urging consultations and observance of the 
Accords. We have consistently said, we were willing to explore any 
reasonable path to peace. We are in the process of exploring this 
one. 

But whatever the fate of this particular move we are ready for a 
settlement fair to everyone. # p 

Let me briefly review for you the principles that govern our view 
of a just political settlement. 

First, our overriding objective is a political solution that reflects 
the will of the South Vietnamese people and allows them to deter- 
mine their future without outside interference. 

I again reaffirm this Government’s acceptance of eventual, total 
withdrawal of American troops. In turn, we must see the permanent 
withdrawal of all North Vietnamese troops and be given reasonable 
assurances they will not return. . 

Second, a fair political solution should reflect the existing rela- 
tionship of political forces within South Vietnam. We recognize the 
complexity of shaping machinery that would fairly apportion politi- 
cal power in South Vietnam. We are flexible; we have offered noth- 
ing on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. 

And third, we will abide by the outcome of the political process 
agreed upon. President Thieu and I have repeatedly stated our will- 
ingness to accept the free decision of the South Vietnamese people. 
But we will not agree to the arrogant demand that the elected lead- 
ers of the government of Vietnam be overthrown before, real nego- 
tiations begin. 

Let me briefly review the record of our efforts to end the war in 
Vietnam through negotiations. 

We were tola repeatedly in the past that our adversaries would 
negotiate seriously — 

— if only we stopped the bombing of North Vietnam 
— if only we began withdrawing our forces from South Vietnam 
— if only we dealt with the National Liberation Front as one of 
the parties to the negotiations 

— if only we would agree in principle to remove all our forces 
from Vietnam. 
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We have taken all these steps. 

The United States, over a year and a half ago, halted all bombing 
of North Vietnam. Long ago we agreed to negotiate with the 
National Liberation Front as one of the parties. We have already 
withdrawn 115,500 American troops. Tonight I have announced a 
decision to reduce American force levels by a quarter of a million 
men from what they were fifteen months ago. We have offered 
repeatedly to withdraw all of our troops if the North Vietnamese 
would withdraw theirs. We have taken risks for peace that every 
fair and objective man can readily recognize. 

Still there is no progress at the negotiating table. 

It is Hanoi and Hanoi alone, that stands today blocking the path 

to a just peace for all the peoples of Southeast Asia. 

When our astronauts returned safely to earth last Friday, the 
whole world rejoiced with us. We could have had no more eloquent 
demonstration of a profound truth — that the greatest force working 
for peace in the world today is the fact that men and women every- 
where regardless of differences in race, religion, nationality, or polit- 
ical philosophy, value the life of a human being. We were as one as 
we thought of those brave men, their wives, their children, their 

^ The death of a single man in war, whether he is an American, a 
South Vietnamese, Viet Cong, or a North Vietnamese, is a human 
tragedy. That is why we want to end this war and achieve a just 
peace. We call upon our adversaries to join us in working at the 

conference table toward that goal. ... • 

No Presidential statement on Vietnam would be complete without 
an expression of our concern for the fate of the American prisoners 

of war. . 

The callous exploitation of the anxieties and anguish of the par- 
ents. the wives and the children of these brave men, as negotiating 
pawns, is an unforgivable breach of the elementary rules of conduct 
between civilized nations. We shall continue to make every possible 
effort to get Hanoi to provide information on the whereabouts of all 
prisoners: to allow them to communicate with their families; to 
permit inspection of prisoners of war camps ; and to provide for the 
early relcfis© of at least the sick and the wounded. 

Mv fellow Americans, five years ago American combat troops were 
first sent to Vietnam. The war since that time has been the longest 
and one of the most costly and difficult conflicts in our history. 

The decision I have announced tonight means that we finally have 
in sight the just peace we are seeking. We can now say with confi- 
dence that pacification is succeeding. We can now say with confi- 
dence that the South Vietnamese can develop the capability for their 
own defense. And we can say with confidence that all American 

combat forces can and will be withdrawn. , 

I could not Tn it If ft these statements tonight had it not been for the 
dedication, bravery and sacrifice of hundreds of thousands of young 
men who have served in Vietnam. Nor could I have made it had it 
not been for the perseverance of millions of Americans at home. 

When men write the history of this nation they will record that 
no people in the annals of time made greater sacrifices in a more 
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selfless cause than the American people sacrificed for the right of 
eighteen million people in a faraway land to avoid the imposition of 
Communist rule against their will and for the right of these people 
to determine their own future free of any outside interference. 

The enemy has failed to win the war in Vietnam because of three 
basic errors in their strategy. 

They thought they could win a military victory. They have failed 
to do so. 

They thought they could win politically in South Vietnam. They 
have failed to do so. 

They thought they could win politically in the United States. This 
proved to be their most fatal miscalculation. 

In this great free country of ours, we debate — we disagree, some- 
times violently, but the mistake the totalitarians make over and over 
again, is to conclude that debate in a free country is proof of weak- 
ness. We are not a weak people. We are a strong people. America 
has never been defeated in the proud 190-year history. of this coun- . 
try, and we shall not be defeated in Vietnam. 

Tonight I want to thank the American people for the support 
which you have given so generously to the cause of a just peace in 
Vietnam. 

It is your steadiness and your stamina that the leaders of North 
Vietnam are watching tonight. It is these qualities, as much as any 
proposals, that will bring them to negotiate. 

It is America’s resolve, as well as America’s reasonableness, that 
will achieve our goal of a just peace in Vietnam and strengthen the 
foundations of a just and lasting peace in the Pacific and through- 
out the world. 

Thank you and good night. 
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